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A Message From The  
State Chaplain 

Reverend Justin Braun 
The past few years have flown by, with unprecedented 
events occurring in our lifetimes, and the new year is just 
shaping up with more turmoil and a sense of unknowing 
that has many people in fear, in anger, and hopeless.  What 

does the Lord say to us in this moment? BE NOT AFRAID!  

As you are reading this we are into the first few weeks of Lent, that wonderful 
“yearly retreat” for the Church to assess our priorities and for each individual to 
take stock of their response to God’s invitation to follow Him who is “the way, 
the truth, and the life!” This moment is also one in which many of you are con-
sidering the next few years of your role in the Catholic Daughters as we prepare 
for State Convention and continuing the work of unity and charity in our parishes 
and communities.  

Having worked with our Worthy State Regent, Melodie Brunt, and the State 
Court the past few years has been a very enjoyable experience for me as a priest: 
to be enlivened by their industriousness, their competency, and their commitment 
to the members of the Texas CDA is a memory I will cherish for the rest of my 
life. What I think each of them embodied, to the best of their ability, was the ker-
nel of faith that comes from the Lord’s command to be not afraid: whether it was 
in the tireless amount of driving to be present for Court Anniversary celebrations 
(when possible), the quarterly meetings, the challenging decisions faced on a 
weekly basis, this group of women placed their trust in the Lord and led without 
fear. It has truly been an honor and a privilege to have some small part in the 
work they have faithfully been committed to, and I think their example is some-
thing to consider in your own Courts as you ease into this new year.  

Are you as a member and as a Court fully committed to the Gospel? Are you 
committed to living the principles of the Church and of the CDA in your daily 
lives? Do you conduct your business meetings and social engagements as mo-
ments of evangelization, of encounter with Christ, or are they just something to 
check off a list? In so many ways, learning to be faithful in small things teaches 
us not to be afraid in big decisions and big moments of life. So I want to encour-
age you to get into this new year with ever greater zeal for souls! Invite more 
women to join your Court, show them by what you say and do what being a com-
mitted daughter of Christ means, and invite them to become involved with the 
work of CDA!    

“This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad!” These favorite 
words of Melodie from the scriptures wonderfully summarize my experience in 
leading you ladies through prayer: joy and gladness! Please be assured of my 
continued prayers for you and your Courts, and I hope to see y’all here in Texar-
kana for the State Convention! 

In Christ through Mary,  

Fr. Braun 
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Mission Statement 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas strive to embrace the principle of 
faith working through love in the  

promotion of justice, equality, and the advancement  
of human rights and human dignity for all. 

"This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice in it and be glad."  
Psalm 118:24 

State Regent’s Message 
  Melodie Brunt, State Regent  

903-293-4911  cdambrunt@gmail.com 

Spring is in the air.  Birds are singing, flowers are blooming, rain and sunshine are here! 

This is a beautiful time of the year – Lent is a time for repentance, a time for renewal.  

Today let us rejoice in it and be glad for we have made it through this hard time.  

I hope that all have had their COVID-19 virus shots by now and are attending court meet-

ings.  We have so much to accomplish and time is marching on.  All our Texas charities 

and projects are so thankful for Catholic Daughters.  Please remember - $1 times 16,000 

members is still a lot of money to distribute.  A little goes a long way. 

Delegates and Alternates are elected by now and your delegate sheet mailed to me.  We are so excited to host 

the 52nd Biennial Convention in Texarkana.  There are several options to choose from so make sure you read 

through the 2nd Call to Convention that you should have received back in January.  Look for more information 

in the article from our Co-Chairmen, Pat Smith and Mary Jane Schuster in this newsletter. 

We have lost another regent due to this virus and complications. There are many prayers we need to send up 

for those in need.  Please see the article from our Spiritual Enhancement Chairman, Mary Lou Anderle. 

Some housekeeping items: 

1) This newsletter is mailed to the Court Regents – but please do not keep it to yourself.  Share it with 

your Vice Regent and with your court. 

2) Tools of the Trade can be found on the National website. 

3) National Bylaws is new.  The 2020 version is out and can be purchased from our State Sales Chair-

man or from National. 

4) If you or the court officers need a refresher course, all officer trainings are on the Texas website. 

5) Please remember to use your Texas Information Notebook.  There are several items that should be 

used up and other items that you might want to keep.  

6) Please share the flow chart found in section 1 of your Texas Information Notebook with your finan-

cial secretary and treasurer.  State Officers change every two years in the odd years.  Your local 

court officers change every two years in the even years. 

 

Again, I want to thank you – each of you – for your prayers. We are so blessed to have all of you! 

® 
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A Message From The First Vice State Regent 
Rebecca Brown 

979-248-0993            cdarebeccabrown@gmail.com 

Greetings and blessings to all my CDA sisters. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I seem to be busier than ever.  Membership, convention, 
new courts, problems/solutions for courts, officer training presentations, and news-
letter articles are just a few items filling my time.  State Outreach Chairman, Benji 
Pardee and I finished the four-part series, “Reset, Revive, Refine, and Rejoice.”  
All four parts can be viewed on Facebook and our Texas CDA website, Tex-
ascda.org.  The first 2 sessions were summarized in my last newsletter article.  The 
next 2 sessions, REFINE and REJOICE, are very important to complete your courts 
journey to change.  Let’s review what refine and rejoice are all about. 
 
The third session was how to REFINE.  We talked about smoothing out any rough edges, healing hurts, eval-
uating where you are, empowering your team, providing opportunity, encouraging your members, protecting 
your investment, and seeking wise counsel.  I cannot stress enough the power of smoothing out those rough 
edges in your court and healing hurts.  We all have our natural friendships.  We don’t have to be best friends 
with everyone we meet or everyone in our court.  We do; however, and despite our differences need to re-
spect all those we come into contact with.  By respecting others with the same measure of absolute love 
that Christ extends to us, we honor God and live our motto of unity and charity.  Start the refining pro-
cess and be more accepting of other ideas, support each other, and work together.   
 
The last session was to REJOICE!  Rejoicing means being so joyful, you want to jump up and down or spin 
circles.  Joy needs to take over your body!  There is great value in what you have been given and joy is a 
chance to praise God in ALL things.  Remember that joy is a blessing from God and happiness is a fleeting 
feeling.  Practice kindness, be happy for others, recognize the Holy Spirit, help others through the trials, and 
focus on outcomes.  Rejoice in your life, in your court and in Catholic Daughters.  CELEBRATE THE CDA 
SISTERHOOD! 
 
Speaking of sisterhoods, one way I stay in touch with the Texas courts is the Semi-annual reports from the 
District Deputies and court Regents.  The current report, June 1, 2020 thru December 31, 2020, is due.  The 
information you write is very important and helps me “stay in touch” with you.  I share in your successes and 
try to help with your problems.   
 
One upcoming success is a new court institution.  We have worked with the parish priest to keep the ladies 
safe with distancing, face masks, and hand sanitizer.  The institution date will be announced soon for St. 
Michael’s parish in Mount Pleasant.  Please keep the new CDA sisters in your prayers.   
 
As with a coin, there are two sides to everything.  The other side of our new court is the disbandment of two 
other courts.  The ladies will be transferring to courts in their areas and I encourage you to make any new 
members welcome.  Involve them in your events, pray and laugh together, and support each other with words 
and deeds.    
 
The state convention will be upon us soon and I hope to see a lot of wonderful CDA sisters in Texarkana.  
Keep working together to support and care for your members and your parishes.   
 
 

Connect with your members and other ladies in your parish will want to be part of CDA! 
 

Be blessed in the peace of Christ. 
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A Message From The State Secretary 
Terrie L. Vacek 

979-533-3142 Cell  936-856-9899 Main  terriecda@cebridge.net 

A Message From The Second Vice State Regent 
Carolyn Ritchey 

281-220-9064  musicaltunes4me@yahoo.com 

Greetings!  Well, almost one year has gone by for our local court officers for the 2020-
2022 term.  Hopefully, everyone is adjusting well to their positions. 

For those officers needing a refresher course in their duties, we are posting the officer 
training workshops from last summer to the Texas website (www.texascda.org).  There is 
also a revised presentation on some general information and some kind reminders for the 
courts. 

I want to thank everyone for getting their Circle of Love forms turned in by the deadline.  
Last year was rough, and so many courts were not able to meet and do their normal activi-

ties.  However, many courts found a way to promote CDA and participate in the Circle of Love program.  
The reports were interesting to read.  They really showed how the Holy Spirit works in all of us to accom-
plish great things no matter what the obstacles are. 

The Texas website has a short presentation available for future reference on filling out the Circle of Love 
forms for both National and State.  This, and the previously mentioned videos, can be found under the RE-
SOURCES tab under Local Court Information.  This presentation should alleviate the confusion for those 
filling them out. 

Hope to see everyone in Texarkana for the convention!  Take care and stay healthy, my dear sisters! 

Happy Spring sisters!   

A new season of growth… and right around the corner we’ll have a new and exciting con-
vention opportunity with new state leadership!  All state and national dues invoiced prior 
to December 1, 2020 must be paid in full for representation by your elected delegates/
alternates for the 2021 state convention.    

Request a roster from national NOW and resolve any discrepancies by sending National 
and the State Secretary your membership addition/deletion forms before the Spring 
DEADLINE of March 31.  One deletion form can be used for up to 8 members.  Send na-
tional all contact information corrections.  Courts may email forms for clarity, to save post-
age, and obtain a ‘received’ notification.   

Local courts will be invoiced by National and State for Spring dues/assessments based on the membership as 
of March 31.  Spring invoices are mailed to the court regent, are due upon receipt with two signatures on a 
court check payable to CDA Texas State Court and mailed to the newly elected 2021-2023 State Secretary.  
Place your court’s name and number on all checks you write.     

Court officers and members have adapted well to finding new ways to serve, fundraise, host meetings, recruit 
new members, and attend to court business.  Keep it up!  Continue to be creative by completing your April 
Financial Review by the May 1st deadline!  There are NO Mass Funds, and any additional checking or saving 
accounts must be clearly identified (utilize the back of the form).  Recording Secretaries and Treasurers 
should review motions in the minutes book confirming payment of all adopted expenditures from October 1, 
2020 - March 31, 2021.     

Before this term ends, please complete all outstanding paperwork and dues payments to secure that your state 
officers are ready to pass completed tasks to the newly elected state officers.  Have a blessed Lenten Journey.  
I’ll joyfully see you in Texarkana!  
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A Message From The State Treasurer 
Virginia Olsovsky 

361-772-8776  olsovskyv@icloud.com 

COVID-19 and the need for safety precautions and social distancing have brought many 
challenges to our local courts in the past few months.  Regardless of the situation, paper-
work and court business must be taken care of in a timely manner.  Getting member’s re-
ceipts for reimbursement and second signatures on court checks may require some extra 
time and effort on your part, but receipts can be scanned and emailed, and court checks 
can be mailed from one officer to another.  Court treasurers, please make sure that your 
books are up to date and that all bills and dues have been paid.  If you have not received a 
November State Dues invoice, please contact your court regent for a copy and mail a court 
check immediately.  State and national dues must be paid upon receipt, even if your court 

is not able to hold face to face meetings at this time.  A court vote is not needed to pay national and state 
dues. 

If you have not mailed your court’s annual donations for the National Projects and Charities, please do so as 
soon as possible.  The State Court will be sending in all contributions to National prior to the state conven-
tion.  Don’t forget to include a copy of the Texas CDA Charitable Donations Form with your check.  This 
form was updated last summer and copies were sent to all district deputies and local court regents.  You can 
ask your regent for a copy of the new form or download a current copy from texascda.org.  This form can 
also be used at any time throughout the year, whenever your court wants to make a donation to our state and 
national charities and projects. 

 

Make Plans to Attend 

52nd Biennial State Convention 

The Hilton Garden Inn, Texarkana, Texas 

April 14—18, 2021 

Centerpieces for the Saturday Banquet will be for sale 
immediately following the banquet.  The cost will be $10 
for the Lantern, Doily and LED Pillar Candle.   

The brushed gold lantern is 12” tall.  The glass panes are 
7-1/2” by 4-1/2” and have removable silhouette angels 
and stars cutouts and State Re-
gent Melodie Brunt’s theme. 
There is a 2” LED Votive and a 
14” round doily also included.   

If you are interested in purchas-
ing one of these centerpieces, 
please bring $10 to the sales ta-
ble at the  main banquet facility 
door.  A sales form will be avail-
able on each banquet table. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help support the Father  

Peyton Family Rosary by  

bringing your unbroken  

rosaries to the Saturday  

Banquet.  Collection baskets  

will be available in the ban-
quet facility. 
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A Message From The National Representative for Texas 
Connie Dronette 

337-802-6136 conniecda@yahoo.com  

My dear CDA sisters in Texas, 

I had the pleasure of meeting with the Texas State Board at the beginning of January.  I 
learned of the many projects that your state is involved in and the wonderful way all of you 
are living as the hands and feet of Jesus.  

I am looking forward to meeting many of you at the State Convention in Texarkana.  I en-
courage all of you to attend.  It has been some time since many of you have seen each other 
because of Covid.  It reminds me of the joy of the early Christians when they were finally 
able to meet publicly.  Let us be excited to come together in prayer and love of our Lord Jesus. 

Pope Francis has given us a wonderful gift in announcing the Year of St. Joseph.  I encourage all of you to join 
me with your CDA sisters from around the country as we pray the Consecration to St. Joseph live on the Na-
tional Facebook page.  We will be starting on February 15, and ending on his feast day, March 19, at 11:00 am 
each day.  The book that we are using is Consecration to St. Joseph by Donald H. Calloway, MIC.   Let us turn 
to the spouse of our Beloved Mother and renew our love for the Holy Family. 

We are in the solemn season of Lent.  This is a special time that we are given to replicate Jesus’ sacrifice and 
withdrawal into the desert for 40 days.  It is a time marked by fasting, from both food and festivities.  I fondly 
remember Lent went I was a child.  My mother made sure that we always knew we were in a season of sacri-
fice.  I remember as a teen, asking to go to a party, and her answering, “Absolutely not, this is Lent.  We don’t 
party in Lent.”  Some of my friends were not able to attend for the same reason.  It seems as though the world 
around us has forgotten about the season of Lent.  There is no difference in Lenten days in today’s society.  Let 
us change that in our lives and in our communities.  Let us try to spend this Lent by withdrawing from the world 
in every way that we can.  Fast and pray! 

I continue to pray for each one of you.  May God bless you and keep you safe. 

Your Servant Sister, 
Connie Dronette 
National Secretary-Treasurer 

A Message From The National Regent 
Sherry Nilles 

712-348-1218 cdasherry@gmail.com  

Pope Francis has called us to a New Evangelization and to start with ourselves! 

We are not to just evangelize and catechize those who have no knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
but to really start with ourselves.  Because to be most effective as evangelizers and bring 
others to Christ, we must live the truths of the Church.  This can only be done by knowing 
the Scriptures, the teachings of the Vatican Council and the beautiful traditions of our 
Church.  After gaining this knowledge, we must live the Scriptures, the teachings and tra-
ditions.  We become the living example of Christ in the world today. 

As members of our local, state and national courts, we also must know the teachings, 
rules and traditions of our great organization and live them to become evangelizers and spread the good news 
of Catholic Daughters.  We must live so well as Catholic Daughters that others ask us how we do it and when 
they ask, they will listen and when they listen we will be spreading the word of the numerous programs, pro-
jects and lives that have been changed and enhanced by membership in our organization. 

Be generous with your time, your talent, your treasure.  All you have comes from Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Give 
some of it back to those who are interested in helping improve lives and make a difference.  Invite all women 
to join the Catholic Daughters and realize they have many gifts to share.  Encourage them to become the living 
example of Jesus and His mother Mary through membership in the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

TEXAS 

You are the 2020 Membership and Court Develop-
ment National Winner.  This certificate from Nation-
al CDA was awarded to State Regent Melodie Brunt 
and First Vice State Regent Rebecca Brown. 

 

DUTIES OF LOCAL COURT DELEGATES  

TO STATE CONVENTION 

By Carolyn Malik, NAP Registered Parliamentarian  

When a member of the local court has accepted the position of being elected as a del-
egate to the state convention, she has the obligation to attend all the meetings at the 
convention.  She receives a delegate’s badge to allow admittance to the floor.  She 
sits in the appointed chair for the business sessions.  The court normally reimburses 

the delegates for their expenses; i.e. rooms and mileage, etc.  Therefore, she must attend the business sessions 
in their entirety, from beginning to the last day.  She should not leave earlier or turn her duties over to the al-
ternate to serve in her position except for serious reasons.   

A delegate listens closely to all speakers and to all discussions, takes good and concise notes and is prepared 
to present a report to the local court upon her return.  She includes specifics about business transacted and 
highlights of the committee reports and speakers.  She shares information with other members in attendance 
and brings back new and interesting projects and ideas to her local court.   

A delegate is free to vote as she sees fit on any bylaws, amendments and in elections unless she has been in-
structed beforehand by her court.  If a delegate MUST leave the convention, she is to report to credentials ei-
ther that an alternate is taking her place or that she is leaving.  This is necessary in determining the quorum 
that is necessary to conduct business during the convention.  When a quorum is not maintained, no business 
can be conducted.  This really is unfair to the delegates who remained for the entire convention.   

A Message From The State Parliamentarian 
Carolyn Malik 

361-594-3170 cdacarol@sbcglobal.net  

SLATE OF OFFICERS  

   

The State Nominating Committee 

 will be selecting the slate of  

officers.  Watch your mail for  

the formal announcement  

that will be sent by  

State Regent Melodie Brunt.   
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Mary Rose Barta  Respect Life Chairman 

361-798-6556  mrbarta@flash.net 

Court St. Paul #1604, Shiner, Supports Pro-Life Projects: 

The court sponsored a collection drive recently to support the needs of expectant moth-

ers in maternity homes.  Project Chairperson, Mildred Vaclavik, is pictured with sup-

plies collected that ranged from personal hygiene products to diapers and baby products.  

After dealing with COVID restrictions and 

issues, Mildred personally delivered the sup-

plies on behalf of Court St. Paul.  Over 100 

items were collected and over $300 in monetary donations were 

received.  These items were divided between Annunciation Mater-

nity Home in Georgetown and The Sparrows Nest Maternity 

Home in Jayton, Texas.  In addition, in January the court ap-

proved another $100 donation to Bethlehem Maternity Home, a 

new Maternity Home in Victoria, Texas. 

Greetings to All: 

WOW!  My, how time does fly!  We are already past the holidays and the 52nd Bienni-
al Texas State Convention is just around the corner… April 14th – 18th. 

Our great Convention Committee, along with State Regent Melodie Brunt, First Vice 
State Regent Becky Brown and the rest of the State Board have been working as a 
team to make this a very informative, yet fun convention.  Of course all convention 

chairmen think their convention is the best ever…. HOWEVER… We are so positive 
ours is … Hands down! :).  Y’all be sure and come and see and join in all the fun, facts and fellowship! 

We want to encourage all courts to be sure and have all your forms turned in, so you won’t miss out.  Pay at-
tention to the deadlines and “Fear Not”!  Safety First is our priority for this convention.  All forms are on the 
state website if you need additional information. 

We have some awesome workshops lined up that will be so beneficial to you and your courts, especially in 
this pandemic year.  We are presenting one on “Fundraising Outside the Box…COVID-19 Style”! 

I hope you are saving your Pennies for Projects…MOMS contest!  There is a prize for the court or individual 
with the largest donations.  If you have any questions, please call, text or email Pat at the above numbers. 

If you need to cancel your hotel reservation for any reason, please contact Anna Everage at 972-849-9533 or 
ame.everage@gmail.com.  Do not call the hotel. 

We are looking forward to seeing all of you at convention!  I just can’t emphasize enough to just come!  You 
will not be disappointed.  We hope to turn all of you into “Convention Addicts”! 

Blessings and Stay Safe! 

Pat and Mary Jane   

Pat Smith  Conventions 

903-240-1635 (text)  psmith4550@yahoo.com 

Mary Jane Schuster Conventions 

469-556-1549 maryjaneschuster@hotmail.com 
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Hello everyone.  Thank goodness 2020 is over and we hope and pray for better times in 
2021.  It’s time for court regents to schedule their court’s semi-annual financial review 
with their district deputy.  The review of October 2020 through March 2021 books takes 
place in April and is mandatory.   

On March 12, 2021 the state financial review committee will review the State’s books for 
September 2020 through February 2021. 

I look forward to seeing you in Texarkana at the state convention.   

I will be presenting a workshop on financial reviews on Wednesday April 14 and hope 
you can attend. 

Keeping you and your families in my prayers! 

Janis Wright, State Chairman  Financial Review Chairman 

281-413-2760  jj6874@earthlink.net 

 

Sheila Martinka  Circle of Love—Youth/JCDA Co-Chairman 

713-805-7094  smartinka@earthlink 

Peggy Supak  Circle of Love—Youth/JCDA Co-Chairman 

979-966-2286  peggy.supak@gmail.com 

The time to help is NOW!! 
It has never been more important for court members to pray for, pray 
with and support our youth than now.  The pandemic has caused most, 
if not all of us, to feel anxiety and grief in our lives – grief due to loss 
of someone close, grief due to a loss of normalcy and grief due to loss 
of connection with others.  Multiply that grief and those feelings two 
to three-fold for our children.  Although our children have been told that some-

thing bad is happening they can’t see it so they are having a harder time of understanding why all the re-
strictions have been placed on them.  Their lives have changed in so many ways and the safety they used to 
know has been lost.  That is where court members need to help.   

Actions need to be taken now to connect/reconnect our youth with God and have their faith help them through 
this difficult time.  How do we do that you might ask?  Due to the varying restrictions in different parts of the 
state courts will need to respond based upon the respective restrictions in the court’s area.  Members can 
check with the parish’s youth minister, religious education teacher, catholic school principal or activity direc-
tor and determine things that can be done to support the youth during this difficult time.  Courts can also con-
tact us, the State Co-Chairmen, regarding ideas on how to help the youth stay connected to their faith, family 
and friends.  

Be spiritual, creative, and remember the power of prayer.  For a few simple ideas for all ages, look up the “M 
& M Prayer,” the “pretzel hug,” prayer chain, Bible pen pals, family Bible/Prayer time.  

The JCDA courts are struggling to hold in person meetings and activities the same as the adult courts so don’t 
forget about them.  These courts and members need your support as well.  Check with the court chairman to 
see what their needs may be.  Just something as simple as sending notes/positive words of encouragement and 
letting the young ladies know that CDA members are praying for them will provide comfort to them.  Infor-
mation on the State JCDA Convention scheduled for June 2021 will be forthcoming soon. 

 

Messages From The State Chairmen 
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Mary Lou Anderle  Circle of Love—Spiritual Enhancement 

979-966-2145  anderleml@live.com 

 

Messages From The State Chairmen 

I am sure that many of you attended mass and received your ashes on Ash Wednesday.  
This year may have been a little different due to COVID.  We had ashes sprinkled on our 
heads instead of placed as a cross on our forehead.  It doesn’t change the meaning.  Actual-
ly, centuries ago, ashes were sprinkled on the head.  The ashes symbolize grief, humility, 
mourning, penance and mortality.  You will find that the following passages affirm the use 
of ashes in this manner. 

Job 42:6 

Daniel 9:3 

Jon 3:6 

1st Maccabees 3:47 

Ash Wednesday begins our Lenten season.  It is a time for RENEWAL!  Throughout Lent, make a conscious 
effort to fast, give alms, spend more time in prayer and above all, repent.  Make time to participate in the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation at least once during the Lenten season.  Confession is a way to let go of all the bag-
gage and receive God’s mercy and forgiveness, what better way to renew yourself.  I also find that attending 
Stations of the Cross is an excellent way to revisit Christ’s passion and remind us all of the never-ending love 
he has for each and every one of us.  

May you all have a purposeful Lenten season and a glorious Easter.   

Your Sister in Christ, 
Mary Lou Anderle 

Prayer Intentions 

†  For the Holy Catholic Church, for Francis our pope, and for all bishops, priests, and dea-
 cons, we pray to the Lord. 

†  For our president, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, that they would       
 govern wisely and justly, we pray to the Lord. 

†  For the conversion of our hearts and minds during this Lenten season, that we would strive 
     to imitate our Lord and the blessed Virgin Mary, we pray to the Lord. 

†  For the poor, the persecuted, the sick (especially those suffering due to COVID), and the unemployed; for 
 those suffering from depression or addiction, and for all those in any kind of danger, we pray to the 
 Lord. 

†  For Mary Ann Rosa, Regent of Court Regina de la Paz #2558, who lost her mother and within 24 hours, 
 lost her father to COVID, we pray to the Lord. 

†  For Susan Wells, Education Chairman as she recovers from COVID, we pray to the Lord.  

†  For our State Convention Committee, may God guide them to make the difficult decisions in the final plan-
 ning stages, especially as related to the safety of all of our members, we pray to the Lord . 

†  For Betty Jo Mazak, Regent of Our Lady of Faith #2607 who passed away in January. 

†  For State Regent Belinda Swager, North Carolina, who passed away in February. 
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Janie Rubio  Circle of Love—Quality of Life 

361-571-7319  janie.mrubio@yahoo.com 

Greetings, it has certainly been a challenging year for all of 
us.  Despite all its uncertainties, one thing we can all agree on 
that has remained constant in our lives has been the love of 
Jesus for all of us. We have experienced many blessings in the mist of all the tragedies and 
losses this past year.  

I believe families have reconnected with family members, church, faith and come to appreciate 
numerous things we had taken for granted.  In many ways this past year has been a blur and in 
others it seems an eternity.  Nonetheless, we survived all the uncertainties and were able to get 
creative and engage with our CDA Sisters in Christ.   

I was blessed to work with Beatriz Q. Gonzalez, State Chairman for Family in the projects listed below.  It is 
amazing what you can do when you join forces with another CDA sister.  Many of us had to take crash cours-
es on social media, lol.   

Thanks to all who took part with the Consecration to Jesus through Our Blessed Mother through “33 Days to 
Morning Glory”, a Self-Guided Retreat through Zoom.  Thanks to my daughter Amy Renee Rubio who pa-
tiently guided us through the whole Retreat, and Deacon Ed Molina who led the service of our actual conse-
cration.  It could not have come at a better time for the spiritual nourishment we needed.   

We were able to participate with the March for Life and outdoor service.  Thanks for the emails and forms I 
received from you; I am grateful for the work you have manage to do with the limitations we had due to this 
Pandemic.  

There is a lot of truth to the saying “Necessity is the Mother of Inventions.” Only you, my sisters in Christ 
could show the creativity, have fun and serve the Lord and our Blessed Mother the way you did with our Cir-
cle of Love Program.  Thank you for making a difference in the Quality of Life in your courts, parish and 
communities.  Thank you for submitting your forms in time and I look forward to seeing you in Texarkana at 
the State Convention.  Please feel free to email, text or call me if I can be of service at any time.  Blessings! 

Beatriz Gonzalez  Circle of Love—Family 

361-212-1252  gbeatriz71@yahoo.com 

Well, first of all HAPPY NEW YEAR!  We were praying for 2020 to be over so let us see 
what 2021 is bringing us.  Sadly, as of now, 2021 is looking a lot like 2020, actually even 
worse as far as the pandemic is concerned.   So what does that mean to us?  Simple answer: 
turn up the PRAYERS AND UNITY!  As State Chairman for Quality of Life Janie M. Ru-
bio is sharing with us in her article, we teamed up to bring you the “33 Days of Morning 
Glory” Retreat via Zoom.  It was a great experience and a safe one. 

I have been receiving many reports for our COL contest and while most of you are stating 
that your court activities have been drastically reduced by the pandemic, a lot of you have 
found safe ways to continue at least some of your activities.  Please continue to do what you 
can, SAFELY.   

Let us continue to pray with our families, friends and CDA sisters that we can get this pandemic under control 
as a country of loving, caring and nonjudgmental citizens.  That is what I refer to as our UNITY.  We must be 
united in prayer as Catholic Daughters.  We must also be united as a country.  Let us put aside our differences 
and concentrate on what we have in common.  Let us not judge each other for taking OR not taking the vac-
cine, for wearing OR not wearing a mask, for “going about our lives” OR choosing to stay home.  We must 
pray for guidance and trust God to show us what our roles must be at this time.  Let us keep the faith and our 
love and respect for each other.  We will get through this dark period only with Him, our Lord and Savior.  
Praying that we are able to see each other at our State Convention in April, I remain your sister in Christ, Bea.  
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Cathy Bittner  Missions of Mercy Chairman 

713-419-7620  cbee1026@sbcglobal.net 

MOMS- what is this??  I'm a MOM, you're probably a MOM, so what!  MOM’s 

does have another meaning for Texas Catholic Daughters though.  MOM’s is short 

for Missions of Mercy, a state project that's been around since the early 2000's.  I'm 

proud to say that I've been involved since then too.  So, big deal, means little to me 

Cathy!  But it does mean a lot to you Ms. Everyday Texas CDA member!!  It's your 

golden opportunity to get involved with a "hands on" CDA experience, a way to ex-

press your motto of Unity & Charity.  A way to feel really good about being part of 

this wonderful organization. 

It's very easy too.  All you need to do is to make a few phone calls to the four missions and ask what can you 

and your court do to make life a little easier for them.  The information and phone numbers are in our Texas 

Information Notebook sent to all Regents last September.  If your court is located near one of the missions, 

call and ask if a few of your members might make a visit to bring donated items.  You won't regret it, I prom-

ise.  A small effort on your part will make a huge difference in someone's life. 

Go ahead, MOM, make the phone call... 

“THE ROBES” 
When was the last time you shopped for just the right outfit for that special occasion?  And 
when it was time to wear it, didn't you do all you could to look your best? . . When you were 
done, I'll bet everything was as perfect as you could get it? 

Why are we not wearing our robes with that same pride and dignity? 

We have traveled to many courts for Officer Installations, Corporate Communions, Institu-
tions of New Courts and Receptions of New Members.  We have seen robes worn in such 

fashions you could not imagine unless you saw it yourself.  There were times when the lack of pride in how one 
wears the robe was quite evident.   

We have seen dresses longer than the robe. . . .We have seen all colors of shoes, and some robes that look like 
they just came out of the suitcase.  Robes are to be worn eleven inches from the floor with shoes on, and slacks 
are not to be worn.  

The wearing of the CDA Robe adds dignity to our ceremonies and is worn during the Installations of Officers, 
Reception of New Members and on any other very special occasion. 

Robes are worn on National Catholic Daughter Day and may be worn at the funeral or rosary of a member.  It is 
an impressive sight at a funeral, and is a fitting tribute to a member who has served her organization well.   

Robes are to be hemmed eleven (11) inches from the floor with the shoes you will be wearing.  This is a very 
important point to remember and needs to be stressed to all Court officers.  There is nothing more distracting 
than to see a Catholic Daughter wearing a robe that is either too long or too short. 

If a Robe has been taken up or let out, remember to press the hem, and always keep your robe cleaned and 
pressed. Please remember that veils are not worn when wearing your robe. 

Our State Convention is coming up in April 2021, so get those robes ready to wear.  

Duchess Collins, State Chairman  Ceremonials 

832-567-6065  duchess.drc@gmail.com 
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Benji Pardee  Outreach Chairman 

281-773-8175  pardeem@earthlink.net 

Cynthia Novak  Ways & Means Chairman 

979-968-3325  cynovak@verizon.net 

Our Authority? 

This past Sunday I was reminded by our priest about the authority that we are called to 
obey.  We are called to obey our Spiritual authority.  This is not to say that we do not 
have to obey laws and rules as they apply to us.  This is to say that relying on human 
(our own) authority can place us in a position of rebellion and turmoil against our Spir-
itual Authority (God).  As we are elected to leadership roles we can begin to rely more 
and more on our own authority, as we become seasoned members we can rely more 
and more on our own authority, as we disagree with someone’s decision we can rely 
more and more on our own authority.  It is easy to see how relying on our own authori-

ty could quickly lead us away form our Father and into territory we might regret.  This is one reason I am 
always stressing the importance of remembering that we are a spiritual organization above all else.  Prayer 
and thanksgiving come before everything in our courts.  If things are becoming difficult, it is time to stop and 
pray about it.  When God is in it, the way becomes clear (well most of the time!)  Rely on our Spiritual Au-
thority to lead you away from your human authority and into love, mercy, and grace. 

The 2021 Raffle is in full swing.  All regents should have received the raffle tickets for their 
court.  If you have not received your packet, let me know as soon as possible.  Please sell 
tickets to all your court members and have them sell to their family and friends.  You do not 
have to be present at the convention to win a prize.  Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00.  
Please return the stubs with a court check payable to CDA TX State Court before March 26, 
to Cynthia Novak, Ways & Means Chairman, 777 E. Eblin, La Grange, TX 78945. All tick-
ets must be received no later than 4:30 p.m. Thursday, April 15, 2021 to be included in the 
drawing.  If you need more tickets, please contact Cynthia at 979.968.3325 or cyno-
vak@verizon.net as soon as possible.  Please do your part to help make this a successful fundraiser.  There 
are 51 prizes listed.   

Lucky Lotto tickets will be sold at the convention beginning Friday morning, April 16.  Tickets will be sold 
separately for three drawings:  Friday at the opening of the afternoon session, Friday at the Friday Fun Night 
and Saturday after lunch. 

A Purse Silent Auction will be held during the convention.  Purses may be submitted to Sherry Powers, 
13675 Hwy 296, Texarkana, AR  71854 or brought to the State Convention.  The deadline to submit purses in 
advance is Saturday, March 20.  If you will be bringing a purse to the convention please notify Sherry Powers 
so that proper arrangements may be made to have space and bid sheets available.  We already have some purs-
es stuffed with great items.  Purses will be on display during bidding that begins Wednesday, April 14.  Bid-
ding closes Saturday, April 17 at 10:00 a.m.  Highest bids will be posted.  Winners must pay for and collect 
their purses Saturday afternoon.  

Thank you to all the courts, district deputies, state chairmen and others who donated prizes to the raffle and 
silent auction. 

Contact Cynthia Novak for more information about any of the fundraisers. 

Recap of CDA Park Lane Jewelry Fund Raiser 

Although we fell way short of our goal we were able to raise nearly $5,000 for our state projects and MOM’s 
projects.  We received a check for $4,780.00 from Park Lane Jewelry which was 50% of the total sales.  Kathy 
Reierson-Cernoch, Park Lane Administrator, donated $150.00 from the supplemental fundraiser proceeds, for 
a total of $4,930.00.  The cost of the brochures was $50.00 which was donated.  Thank you to the less than 1% 
of the state membership whose average purchase was $69.00.  Thank you also to Kathy for trying to boost 
sales by donating an item of sparkle to each person who made a purchase.     
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Diana Kammer  State Sales Chairman 

936-661-8385 (C)  936-856-1188 (H)  dianakammer@aol.com 

Dear Sisters In Christ, 

Hope everyone has recovered from the busy holidays.  
Now it is time to gear up for our exciting Texas State Con-
vention in April.  I am so excited about having a table set 
up so you can stop by and see all the wonderful items we 
have for sale.  Presently, I have the amended July 2020 

Bylaws to purchase.  Please call or text me to order your book.  The price is 
still $4.00 plus postage (if it is mailed to you). 

So don't forget to come to my State Sales booth.  I am looking forward to 
seeing all of my wonderful sisters.  

Suzanne Delcambre State Website and Local Website Contest Chairman 

214-564-7142  texascdaweb@gmail.com 

The 52nd Biennial Texas State Convention of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas is 
planned for April 14 – 18, 2021 in Texarkana, TX.  The convention committee has been 
busy planning a fun and informative convention, with details documented in the Final Call 
to Convention.  Printed materials have been mailed to court Regents and the documents 
shown here are also available for viewing and to download from the Texas State Court 
website Convention page. 

CONVENTION VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Committee chairs are still looking for volunteers to help with the work of the convention.   While visiting the 
Convention webpage, you can sign up online. Choose one or more jobs and submit your contact info.  The vol-
unteer chairs will reply with assignment details.  Signup deadline is March 20, 2021.   

 

Visit the convention page at  https://texascda.org/event-details for a complete list of volunteer opportunities. 

2021 Local Court Website Contest  

Thank you to everyone who entered the 2021 local court website contest!  The judges are busy working.  
Winners will be announced at convention.  Judges’ scoring and feedback will be returned to court contacts 
via email. 
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Rosie Stockwell  Memorial Scholarship Fund Chairman 

956-369-3048  rosiestockwell@gmail.com 

Catholic Daughters:  Lent, the season of preparation for the Resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday, has begun.  Let us follow the 
road to Calvary by doing good works as CDA members during the 
Easter season and practicing our motto of “Unity & Charity”.   

January 2021 took off to a great start with mass enrollments!   Thank 
you for your continued participation in the Memorial Scholarship Fund 
and for your dedication to this project.  Regents, please appoint a 
chairman and begin to experience the feeling of spirituality when you 
remember a loved one through prayer. 

Mass enrollments are $2.50 for the period of one (1) year.  The Reverend Justin Braun, Texas State CDA 
Chaplain, remembers the intentions listed in the mass enrollments on the first Friday of each month.  Please 
email to rosiestockwell@gmail.com, text or call 956-369-3048 or write me at 315 Alamo St., Edinburg, TX  
78541 when you need mass cards. 

 
 

Memorial Mass Cards can be used for celebrating anniversaries, birthdays, graduations, and other mile-
stones in the lives of your loved ones who may be living or deceased.  Please make this worthy project one 
of your priorities for the 2020 -2021 term. 

Please be sure that two (2) signatures are on the check that accompanies the mass enrollment form and 
that the check is made out to:  CDA Texas State Court.   

Esther Waters  Court Newsletter Chairman 

956-802-1468  estherwaters4yahoo.com 

THANK YOU!!  To all the courts that were able to send a newsletter this year, with all that 
happened in 2020.  I was glad to know many, many courts were still active.  

I know your Courts were in touch with all their members.  For those courts unable to submit a 
newsletter this year, hopefully this coming year will be better. 

The winners will be announced during our State Convention in Texarkana in April.  A first, 
second, and third place winner will be selected for each Texas category and division. The first 
place winners, that meet the National criteria in their category and division, will be sent to Na-
tional to compete there. 

YOUR STORY TO TELL, WRITE IT!!!!  GOOD LUCK TO EVERYONE!!!! 

 

Court Memorial Scholarship Fund Contest 2021  
 

Local courts are eligible for the Court Memorial Scholarship Fund Contest.  Award Certificates and a letter to 

the local court regent will be presented at the Texas State CDA Convention in April 2021.  The winners will 

be selected according to the total number of dollars contributed to the Memorial Scholarship Fund between 

the dates of April 1, 2020 and January 31, 2021.  The total membership of the courts will determine the cate-

gory as per the records from the National Office as of September 30, 2020  
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Mary Jane Albert  State Newsletter Editor 

281-381-0309  maryjalbert@sbcglobal.net 

National News 

1903 Society 
Our Grand Olde Lady needs us!  Are you, your court and/or 
your state court members of the 1903 Society?  If not, now is 
the perfect time to join and to be a part of taking care of the 
beautiful Grand Olde Lady.  Our National headquarters, a 
brownstone building, is well over 100 years old.  The building 
has been loved and well cared for since being purchased in 
1926, but like all 100+-year old’s, she needs continued atten-
tion and care to be available for the years ahead.  

YOU CAN BE A CARE GIVER as a member of the 1903 So-
ciety for $1903.00.  Payment plans are available for all budg-

ets.  You can purchase one in Honor of or in Memory of a loved one or a member of your local or state court.  
A local court or state court could buy a membership in recognition of the wonderful services performed by the 
CDA members of your state.  When your membership is paid in full, you will receive a lovely plaque present-
ed at the National Convention in 2022 and acknowledgement on the wall at the National Headquarters.   

Many updates and improvements have already been accomplished by the funds from our 1903 Society and 
your membership helps keep funds available whenever she needs repairs or improvements without affecting 
our membership dues.   

Another opportunity you have is to purchase a window for the headquarters for $1000 with our Windows of 
Opportunity!  The windows are replaced with dual pane glass saving us on utilities 
by being much more energy efficient and making the offices comfortable for our 
wonderful staff to work in both summer and winter.   

As we live our new National Regent’s motto, “Let all you do be done with love” 1 
Cor 16:14, taking care of our headquarters expresses and shows our love for Catho-
lic Daughters by caring for the Grand Olde Lady as we would our own homes.  10 
West 71st Street, NY, NY belongs to us all.  

For more information contact  

Susan Moné  

First Vice National Regent and Chairman of the 1903 Society  

1530 N Spring  

Mesa, AZ 85203.  

Phone 480-969-0447  

Email smone2164@gmail.com  

I have been your newsletter editor for almost two years now.  Last year really passed 

quickly and this year is following suit.  It has been a rewarding experience and a way to 

meet sisters from all over the state of Texas.  I have enjoyed reading all the newsletters 

that were mailed or emailed to me.  It has been fun receiving articles that will let your 

court tell about their accomplishments.  In these times of COVID-19, courts are looking 

for alternative means to hold fundraisers, meetings, social events and spiritual journeys.   

Please continue to send information in a Word document along with any picture.  Please identify those in the 

photo if there is a small group. 
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AROUND THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Court St. John the Baptist #2073, Alvin 

The Court had a busy October 2020, the month of the Rosary.  They sponsored many of 
the events and the Spiritual Enhancement Chair coordinated most of the remaining 
events.  Flyers were created listing all the events.  By creating a flyer and posting it on 
the church’s Facebook page, the parish website and the parish weekly bulletin we en-
couraged parishioners to participate in all events and invited them to pray the Pro-life 
Novena for the Unborn.  The court led the first of five outdoor rosaries held every Satur-
day morning for that month and we sponsored and led a special outdoor mass for the un-
born on October 13.  We had eleven CDA members attend the October outdoor rosary 

and ten members attend the mass for the unborn.  Father Taosan, the court Chaplin, officiated the beautiful 
outdoor mass for the unborn on October 13. 

Court Holy Rosary #1476 Rosenberg 

Happy New Year to all CDA members.  We helped 
to make our overseas troop’s lives happier by send-
ing approximately sixteen boxes of personal items, 
socks, caps, reading ma-
terials, cards and snacks 
to them every month.   

Catholic Daughters pic-
tured  L to R are: Patri-
cia Kubeczka, Jo Short, 
Rose Pederson, Frances 
Macha, Nancy Zurek 
and Mary Ann Olive.  

Court Queen of Angels #1538 Wallis 

“Visiting/Calling Sisters”                                                

On December 14th, Dorothy 
Bodle and Jeanne Henckel de-
livered 14 red and white minia-
ture roses to our homebound 
sisters.  Each recipient was very 
appreciative of the beautiful 
peppermint Christmas plants 
draped with handmade rosaries. 
There were plenty of smiles and even a few 
tears!  The members we delivered to live in the 
Wallis area and include Maxine Krenek, Monica 
Krenek, Lillie Pustejovsky, Irene Svoboda, Helen 
Ondruch, Virginia Verm, Ellen Hrnicko, Allison 
King, Emilie Svoboda, Dorothy Orsak, Rosalee 
Minks, Charlene Marek, Ann Marek and finally an 
extra one went to Henrietta Fee, member of Guardi-
an Angel. I know all these ladies thank you for your 
support during 2020! 

Court St. Theresa of Lisieux #2211, 
Sugar Land   

Thank you to all 
that were able to 
come out and 
help assemble 
145 boxes that 
were delivered 
to the Interna-
tional Seafarers 
Center.  Dona-
tions were very generous from members as well as 
the parishioners of St. Theresa.  The seamen will be 
grateful for the gifts as well as the thoughts and pray-
ers that go into this special project.  This year we 
were challenged by limited space and what seemed 
like limited air, but 21 members made light work of 
filling and wrapping the festive boxes.  Thank you 
again for all your help, support and prayers.  

Court St. Jane Frances de Chantal 
#2699, The Woodlands 

St. Anthony's Bread, the Food Pantry at our church, 
serves all those who ask for and are in need of 
food.  On Saturday, December 19, 2020 members 
of our court gathered at 8:30 am to bag food and 
serve over 200 families!  Thank you ladies for 
spreading cheer … you are Christmas elves in pur-
ple!!!  
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AROUND THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Court Queen of Peace #2710  
Wichita Falls 

The Court collected 
items at the Septem-
ber, 2020 meeting for 
the Midwestern State 
University Catholic 
Campus Center stu-
dents who needed 
food assistance.  The 
director of the center 
was over-joyed with our generosity.    

Court Queen of Peace #2710, Wichita Falls 

Georgia DuBose, daughter of Tamra DuBose who is a member of Queen of Peace was award-
ed the Father Leonard Bachmann Graduate Scholarship.  Georgia is a graduate of Midwestern 
State University in Wichita Falls and is now attending the University of Texas at Dallas 
where she is studying to become a speech therapist.  She is working with children with 
speech and language disorders and is involved in various research projects.  

Court Our Lady of Knock #2652  
San Antonio 

Kathy Anderson, Secretary; 
Cecilia Johnson, Financial 
Secretary; Members Jo 
Baller and Lorna Mancillas, 
of Court Our Lady of 
Knock #2652, from San An-
tonio made and delivered 
goodie bags and Christmas 
cards to a nursing home for 
Christmas.  

Court Our Lady #2337, Dallas 

TEXAS COURT CELEBRATES 30TH ANNIVERSARY 

Court Our Lady #2337, Dallas, Texas, was instituted on March 21, 
1990; however due to Covid-19 and the lockdown the 30th Anniver-
sary celebration was postponed to November 28, 2020.  The day start-
ed with a special Mass in their honor with past chaplains, Msgr. Leon 
Duesman, Rev. Bruce Bradley and Rev. Michael Forge along with 
current chaplain Deacon Dennis Duffin celebrating the Holy Mass.  
Forty-four tea light candles were displayed on the Altar representing 
the Court’s deceased members.  The court has four living Charter 
Members:  Jo Brown, Neva Fairchild, Rita Rains, Evelyn Zimmerer.  Unfortunately, due to the pandemic only 
Evelyn Zimmerer was present to receive a special blessing from Father Michael Forge.  State Regent, Melo-
die Brunt, was in attendance and presented the Court with a 30th Anniversary Certificate and a letter from Fr. 
Justin Braun, State Chaplain.  After Mass, a reception at the parish hall was held where guests viewed a Pow-
erPoint presentation with photos of our deceased members and highlighting events of the past 30 years 

Court Our Lady Queen of the Clergy 
#1990, Wharton   

The court’s Rosary for the Unborn was held on Satur-
day, January 30, 2021 at the statue of Our Lady of Fati-
ma at Holy Family Church, Wharton, TX  
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Columbus Walk for Life  

The walk was held in Columbus, Saturday January 
23rd. Area CDA courts in attendance included Co-
lumbus, Mentz, Weimar, Wallis, Eagle Lake and 
other surrounding communities. Choose Life!  

Court Our Lady of Peace #2489, 
Converse 

CDA members Herlinda 
Garcia and Vice Regent 
Eloisa Peralta are 
shown delivering dia-
pers, wipes and gift 
cards that were donated 
by CDA members.  
When Ms. Peralta's 
daughter, Toni Boyd 

who is assistant manager of Total Wines and More 
in nearby Selma TX, heard that a family at St Mon-
ica's parish had recently become foster parents, she 
graciously obtained additional donations of clothes 
for the children and wrapped Christmas gifts.  The 
delivery was made just in time for them to enjoy a 
wonderful and blessed Christmas! 

Court Our Lady #2337, Dallas 

On December 11, 2020, Rita Rains a Char-
ter Member from Court Our Lady #2337, 
Dallas, Texas celebrated her 99th birthday.  
Due to COVID-19 the Court was unable to 
celebrate with her; however, several court 
members sent her birthday wishes via US 
Mail.  For many years Rita was very active 
in the Court. In addition to serving as an 
officer she was influential in the Court’s first fundraiser which 
raised a substantial amount of money for the Court’s charity ac-
count.  Per Rita, “it’s been the only organization that I’ve be-
longed to for many years and I’ve enjoyed it immensely, all the 
friends and the activities that we did together”. 

AROUND THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Court St. Helena of the Cross #2679, 
San Antonio sponsored the America Needs 
Fatima Rosary Rally for the Unborn.  Our nation is 
in great need of public prayer in defense of the un-
born.  

Court Daughters of Mary #2755, 

Bedford 

Court members met to 
learn how to make ro-
saries.  Father Balaji 
Boyalla joined in.  The 
goal is to teach more 
members to make ro-
saries 

L to R: Dotty Vanicek, 
Patti Lenz, Regent Patti Tapia, Treasurer Judy 
Goldthorp, Fr Balaji Boyalla, & Vice Regent Linda 
Chreno. 

Court Ancillae Mariae 
#1886, Crosby  

The Court hosted a newborn needs drive 
assisting the Pregnancy Resource Center 
East.  
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Texas Information Notebook Updates By Melodie Brunt 

Please make the following changes to your Texas Information Notebook. 

(Section 1 Organizational Roster 2019-2021) 
(New Zip Code) 

Janie Rubio—Quality of Life  77904 
 

(Section 1 Organizational Roster 2019-2021) 
(New email address) 

Peggy Supak—Youth/JCDA Co-Chairman, peggy.supak@gmail.com 
 

(Section 3 Texas Court’s Regent Roster, Page 9 of 25) 
(Correct Last Name spelling and email address) 

Court #2073, Mary Montague, jrmontague@comcast.net  
 

(Section 3 Texas Court’s Regent Roster, Page 10 of 25) 
(New mailing address) 

Court #2123 Susan Clark, 1337 Devonshire Lane, Mesquite, TX 75150 
 

(Section 3 Texas Court’s Regent Roster, Page 11 of 25) 
(New mailing address) 

Court #2211 Sharon Henry, 2031 Holly Glade Lane, Sugar Land, TX 77498  
 

(Section 3 Texas Court’s Regent Roster, Page 21 of 25) 
(New Regent and contact information) 

Court 2607 Cathy Ondruch, 9611 FM 1458, Sealy, TX 77474 
979-885-3816 H, 979-885-9930 C, dondruch@tslt.net 

 
 
 

 

Please be aware that changes 
might be necessary on more 
than one page in a section. 
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Front Row L to R: Mary Durham 
(Shrine Chairman)  & Pamela Payne 

(Door Prize Chairman) 
 

Back Row: Carolyn Lee (Owner of  
Divine Will Catholic Art Books  

and Gifts) 

Suzanne Delcambre 

(Publicity, Website/ 

Printing Chairman) 

Back Row L to R: Pat Smith & Mary Jane 
Schuster (Convention Co-Chairmen) 

 

Front Row L to R: PJ Jendro (Hospitality 
Transportation Chairman) & 

Grace Horn (Walk/Run T Shirts & Path 
Chairman) 

L to R: Mary Jane Albert 

(Banquet Co-Chairman) 

& Mary Jane Schuster 

(Convention Co-

Chairman) 

Front Row L to R: Patsey Marburger 
(Tours Chairman), Dela Garza (Banquet 

Co-Chairman & Mary  Jane Albert 
(Banquet Co-Chairman) 

 
Back Row: Marcia Hernandez 
(Volunteer Co-Chairman) &  

Anna Everage (Volunteer Co-Chairman) 

L to R: Melodie Brunt (State Regent), 

Virginia Olsovsky (State Treasurer) 

& Nancy Stropeni (Vice-Chairman 

Hospitality) 

Convention Meeting and Facility Tour 

On January 8th, the 2021 convention committee met at the Hilton Garden Inn in Texarkana to 

participate in a tour of the hotel and convention complex.  Mary Jane Schuster and Pat Smith, 

convention co-chairmen, facilitated this meeting.  It was an exciting day to walk through the 

convention meeting spaces and make final arrangements for convention activities.  While 

some members met in person at the hotel, others joined in for the ZOOM meeting.   

The convention committee encourages everyone to attend.  All precautions will be enforced 

to make this convention a safe environment for everyone.  Masks are a requirement for all convention func-

tions.  Sanitizing stands will be available throughout the hotel complex.  Social distancing guidelines will also 

be adhered to.  

Looking forward to seeing you in Texarkana. 
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‘You Are Dust’ The Message of Ash Wednesday by Stephen Beale 

A few years ago, upon receiving my ashes I was quite startled to hear the priest’s words: 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

I had an immediate visceral reaction to these words. Wait…. What? No…! 

I presume I had come to Mass that day to get into the somber, penitential spirit of Lent. But getting an in-your-face proc-
lamation of my mortality was a bit more than I had bargained for.  

I was still relatively new to the Church at the time, so I could have only heard these words a few times before. They still 
had a fresh sting to them. But I know lifelong Catholics who are also unsettled by these words. Apparently, getting told 
that you will rot in the ground is not something one gets used to. 

And that seems by design: Lent stops us dead in our tracks in a way that other liturgical seasons do not. Because nothing 
gets your attention like someone drawing ashes on your forehead—as a symbol of your death, no less—in the shape of an 
instrument of lethal torture. So what is the message? 

The words accompanying the rite of ashes should ring familiar to Catholics who know their Bibles. They are the con-
tained in the curse of Genesis 3:19 that is visited upon Adam after the eating of the forbidden fruit. These words also al-
lude back to the creation of man in Genesis 2:7, 

Then the Lord God formed the man out of the dust of the ground and blew into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living being. 

So, before we take the Fall into account, the ashes on our forehead remind us something about the human condition. Gen-
esis 1:26-27 informs us that we are made in the image of God. This means that everything we have derives from Him. 
Without God we are dust. The ashes then, remind us that we are compound creatures: called up from the very dust to set 
our sights on the heavens. There is a noble humility to the original human condition. 

Of course, in the Fall, all this went horribly awry. Rather than pursue what is eternal and invisible, Adam and Eve be-
came captivated by the temporal and visible. Rather than rising to their divine calling, the first man and woman sank 
back into the dust. They were then punished by means of their own sin—condemned to rest in the dust, that is to die and 
be buried in the ground. 

The ashes, then, also remind us that we are sinners facing the punishment of eventual death. 

But even in this message there is an undertone of hope. In the sentence of death, early Church commentators saw three 
aspects of God’s mercy at work. First, in limiting the term of life on earth, the extent of mankind’s sin was correspond-
ingly curtailed. Second, this meant that there was also a limit to his suffering. But death was not immediate. It was post-
poned, this gave Adam and Eve and their descendants time to repent. 

Ashes then came to also symbolize repentance. It’s how Job described his repentance after questioning God’s justice. “I 
disown what I have said, and repent in dust and ashes,” (Job 42:6). Likewise Nineveh after the preaching of Jonah: 
“When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, laid aside his robe, covered himself with sack-
cloth, and sat in ashes,” (Jonah 3:6).  

In Psalm 22, a similar motif applies to the humble righteous pleading with God for salvation: 

My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?  Why so far from my call for help, from my cries of anguish? 

As dry as a potsherd is my throat; my tongue cleaves to my palate; you lay me in the dust of death. 

All who sleep in the earth will bow low before God; All who have gone down into the dust will kneel in homage 

(verses 1, 16, 30). 

This psalm points us forward to the New Testament, where the gospel accounts of the crucifixion repeatedly allude to it. 
In particular, the cry for water above is recapitulated in Christ thirsting on the cross (in John 19:28). 

Ashes then at last bring us to the foot of the cross. As a sacramental, the ashes we receive encompass the whole sweep of 
Scripture, from Genesis to Jesus. In Jesus, the meaning of the ashes is recapitulated and reversed. Adam and Eve were 
condemned to dust as they departed from the tree of life. But now, through Jesus assuming on the dust of our mortal hu-
man nature, we are able to once more approach the tree of life. 

It’s hard to imagine a better way to begin Lent than this rite that recalls our origins and destiny, reminds us of our sinful 
nature and the hope of salvation, and points us forward to the crucifixion, which is the culmination of Lent. 

So next time we approach the altar to receive our ashes and hear those sobering words, may we respond in our 
hearts: Yes! 

Printed with Permission from Catholic Exchange, Manchester, NH (https://catholicexchange.com/dust-message-ash-Wednesday) February 27, 2017 
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Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

Texas State Calendar 

2019 – 2021 

 
2021, March 12-13 Seguin, Financial Review, Board Meeting 

2021, April 14-18 Texarkana, State Convention 

2021, May 1  Newsletter Article due 

2021, June 4-6  Angleton, Passing of the Gavel Board Meeting 

2021, June 6  Angleton, State Regent Reception  

 

   Next Term Calendar Dates 

2021, June 25-27 JCDA Virtual Convention 

2021, July 15-18 Scottsdale, AZ State & Territorial Officer Conference 

2021, August 5-8 Organizational Meeting 

Our Motto 

Our Patroness  

Mother Mary 


